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AusVELS: Level 2
Speaking and Listening – Language (ACELA1460)

Before we go
•	 Show students an example of a sign 

that portrays a message (e.g. pedestrian 
crossing sign, ‘no smoking’ sign, symbols 
for male and female toilets). 

•	 Discuss what message the sign is 
portraying and how this is achieved. 

•	 Ask students to think of different ways 
messages are communicated to people 
in the community through different kinds 
of communication (e.g. signs, phrases, 
electronic devices, signals, auditory 
messages, sounds). Create a class list 
of ideas.

•	 Students go for a walk around the school 
grounds, conducting an audit of the 
different ways messages and information 
are communicated to students and the 
school community. They record each 
example and its location. 

•	 The class compiles the results of the audit, 
sharing the kinds of communication they 
observed and their locations. Students 
discuss why it is important for messages 
to be communicated to them at school in 
these different ways. 

•	 Explain to students they will be going for 
a walk to conduct a similar audit in their 
local area. They will record the different 
kinds of communication they see on the 
‘What’s the message?’ chart (p.3).

•	 Teacher	note:	Take a camera to 
photograph examples of different kinds of 
communication seen on the walk. 
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Out and about
•	 As they walk, students record onto their 

worksheet messages that they see being 
communicated to people using different 
kinds of communication (e.g. road signs, 
traffic signals).

•	 On the walk, discuss with students kinds 
of communication used for people with 
different needs (e.g. people of different 
nationalities, people with disabilities, 
young children).
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Key learning outcomes
Students will be able to:
•	 understand that spoken, visual and written kinds of language 

are different modes of communication with different features
•	 identify examples and features of different kinds of  

spoken, nonverbal, written and visual communication 
in the local area

Suggested time 
Before we go: 20 minutes
Walk: 30–45 minutes
When we get back: 30 minutes
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When we get back
•	 In small groups, students share their 

audit results and collate their examples of 
different kinds of communication seen on 
the walk.

•	 Display photographs taken on the walk 
of different kinds of communication in 
the local area and discuss their features. 
Students refer to their results in a 
discussion about each.

•	 Give groups a set of focus questions to 
guide further discussion about the kinds 
of communication identified on the walk. 
For example:

 » Why is it important to have signs with 
no words?

 » How does the position of a sign or 
signal help people?

 » How are signs helpful for people with 
different needs in our community? 

 » Why do we need different ways of 
communicating messages?

•	 Groups agree on their responses to the 
focus questions and present them to 
the class. Record each group’s response 
to create a collated class response for 
each question.

AusVELS Level 1
Strand Sub-strand Elaboration

Speaking and 
Listening

Language

Understand that spoken, visual and written forms of 
language are different modes of communication with 
different features and their use varies according to the 
audience, purpose, context and cultural background 
(ACELA1460)

•	 identifying examples and features of different kinds of spoken, 
nonverbal, written and visual communication from Aboriginal 
and Torres Strait Islander communities and from several Asian 
cultures within Australia, and associating those features with 
particular communities

Suggested assessment
Assess student’s ability to:
•	 identify examples of different kinds of communication for a purpose

•	 explain the features of different kinds of communication and why different 
kinds are used in the community

Further connections  
Students and their families could:
•	 identify examples of the different ways of communicating important 

information in other locations they visit

•	 discuss how the family uses signs and signals in their daily life 

•	 complete a Smart Steps: for Families – Activity Sheet at home

Resources
•	 sign that portrays a message 

•	 ‘What’s the message?’ chart (p.3)  
(one per student)

•	 digital camera or smart phone

•	 colour printer

Useful links
Communication signs
www.google.com.au/images

www.victoriawalks.org.au/smartsteps/families/activitysheets
www.google.com.au/images
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Name:

Draw	the	message Write	about	the	message Where	is	it	found?

’What’s the message?’ chart


